
 

 

Winhall Planning Commission 

Bondville, Vermont 05340 

“Meeting Minutes for Tuesday, October 7, 2014”  

PRESENT:  Marcel Gisquet, Tony DeFrancesco, Lucia Wing, Jerry Driscoll, Pat Glabach 

 

ABSENT:  Mark Eichhorn, Thom McMahon  

 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:  (None) 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Gisquet called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM at the Town Hall in Winhall. 

 

APPROVAL OF PAST MEETING MINUTES:  
After review, the Planning Commission approved the meeting minutes of September 16, 2014 as 

amended; motion by Glabach; seconded by Driscoll; unanimous.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None 

 

SNOW VALLEY UPDATE:  

Gisquet reported he had met with Patrick Robinson, owner of Snow Valley, and Steve Malone, the 

new consultant who was also an active developer of projects in Killington among others.  In 

researching Snow Valley and reviewing all the documents to date, Malone concluded the Snow Valley 

project needed rethinking.  Because of wetlands at the bottom of the mountain and Fish & Wildlife 

restrictions, Malone concluded developing the top with a Planned Unit Development, retaining 

common area, and building a new base lodge seemed to make the most sense.  Malone remarked 

market data indicated buyers were moving away from single family lots and toward cluster 

development. Malone explained the development road would remain roughly in the same configuration 

as shown on the site plan, and the proposed steep lots and cabins at the bottom would no longer be part 

of the project. Glabach questioned an increase in traffic to the top and how that might affect the 

surrounding neighborhood. Gisquet added Malone would like to meet with the WPC to talk about 

density, how many units they might be able to build, and to answer questions and hear concerns. In the 

meantime, Malone and Robinson would come up with revised site plans and get back to the Planning 

Commission when they were ready to present them.  

 

OPEN MEETING LAW: 

Next the Planning Commission discussed proposed amendments to the 2014 Open Meeting Law which 

included increasing the five (5) day posting requirement to ten (10) business days; postpone web 

posting requirements until July 1, 2015; have the State provide and maintain a website and staff to post 

all meeting agenda and minutes; and have the State provide funding for educational programs among 

others.  

 

VENDOR ORDINANCES: DISCUSSION: 

Discussion included what was applicable to Winhall; what ordinances the WPC liked; vendors 

regulated by an ordinance while they were in a public right-of-way; accessory uses to permitted uses as 

regulated by the Winhall Zoning Regulations; and who would administer the vendor ordinance. The 

Planning Commission concluded there were three choices for vendors; operating in a State right-of-

way; operating on private property as an accessory use to a permitted use; or operating in a Town 

right-of-way with a license issued by the Selectboard.  The WPC determined they would not encourage 

competing businesses. After further discussion, he Planning Commission agreed to review ordinances 



 

 

from Chester, Londonderry, and Waterbury- not Montpelier and Middlebury as too specific, and pick 

out the parts they liked.   In the meantime, Wing would create a vendor document, start an outline, and 

add what the WPC thought would work for Winhall. 

 

ZONING DISTRICT CHANGES: CONTINUED DISCUSSION: 

Wing reported the municipal planning grant application for $8,000 had been submitted to the State; 

they would make a decision sometime in December. After discussion, the Planning Commission 

agreed to establish a priority list relative to the proposed zoning changes and the expansion to the 

commercial district.  All agreed the Town Plan should come first with updates to “Statement of 

Objectives” and “Economic Development” followed by Zoning Ordinance updates. Gisquet would 

contact Putney about State curb cuts in commercial zones.  Wing would email the WPC members with 

past minutes relative to conversation about proposed changes to the Town Plan. 

   

MAIL & CORRESPONDENCE: 

(None) 

 

As there was no other business, the Planning Commission adjourned the meeting. 

 

 

 

Lucia Wing, Secretary,  

Winhall Planning Commission 

 

 

_________________________________   ________________ 

For the Planning Commission                                Date   

 


