
 

 

DRAFT Winhall Planning Commission 

Bondville, Vermont 05340 

Meeting minutes for Tuesday, July 15, 2014 

PRESENT:  Marcel Gisquet, Lucia Wing, Tony DeFrancesco, Jerry Driscoll, Mark Eichhorn 

  

ABSENT:   Thom McMahon, Pat Glabach  

 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:   Joan Bourque, Joan Kugler, Tom Maneggia, Steve Blanchard 

 

CALL TO ORDER:   Gisquet called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM at the Town Hall in Bondville.  

 

APPROVAL OF PAST MEETING MINUTES: 

After review the Planning Commission approved the meeting minutes of June 17, 2014 as corrected; 

motion by Driscoll; seconded by DeFrancesco; unanimous. 

 

ZONING DISTRICT CHANGES: DISCUSSION- MAPPING: 

     Gisquet opened the public meeting at 7:40 PM and explained to those present the Planning 

Commission’s thoughts for considering expansion of the commercial zone in Winhall. He explained as a 

result of a prior informational hearing and residents who had approached the Board, the Planning 

Commission had considered three commercial areas in Winhall; those included the Route 30 corridor 

north of the Village of Bondville, Old Town and Winhall Hollow Road(s), and the bottom of Route 11/30 

at the Manchester town line. The WPC singled out the Route 30 corridor as the most suitable area for 

commercial expansion given its proximity to the Village of Bondville.  They had not identified individual 

parcels nor had they decided how far along Route 30 the proposed commercial zone would expand. The 

WPC agreed to hire the Windham Regional Commission to map the proposed area.  The WPC and the 

public present reviewed the map.  The map showed the individual tax parcels and building locations; 

slopes at 15-25% and above 25%; wetlands; open bodies of water; flood plain; restricted scenic overlay; 

and the existing commercial areas. It was clear there were limitations to the proposed commercial 

expansion.  Members of the public asked the Planning Commission about what types of businesses they 

were thinking of attracting to the area.  The WPC responded small businesses that fit the profile of 

Winhall.  The WPC explained they had reviewed Manchester’s Zoning Ordinance for ideas and planned 

to review Dorset’s Ordinance as well.  

     Other discussion included establishing two (2) commercial tiers; commercial enterprises not 

conflicting with residential uses; State implications which included curb cuts onto State highways, 

affordable housing, and State guidelines, rules, and codes relative to commercial uses; tax implications; 

and enforcement. The Planning Commission added they had reviewed the Winhall Town Plan and 

Winhall Zoning Regulations; it was clear they would have to make modifications to at least the zoning 

regulations in order to fit the proposal for an expanded commercial area.  The Planning Commission lastly 

commented they wanted to create more business opportunities for those who wanted to move to Winhall; 

discussion followed about modifying home occupations, tightening up the zoning standards, and 

incentives to bring businesses to the area.  

 

MUNICIPAL GRANT APPLICATION: DISCUSSION:  
The Planning Commission discussed potentially applying for a grant through the Windham Regional 

Commission for the purpose of hiring a planner to help with the zoning district change process.  

 

 

 



 

 

AMENDED OPEN MEETING LAW: DISCUSSION: 

Vermont’s open meeting law was significantly amended in 2014.  The Law applied whenever a majority 

of the members of a municipal board, council, commission, committee, or subcommittee had a 

conversation or made a decision about municipal business.  If your town had a website then there were 

rules and regulations relative to a timeline.  The WPC would get more relevant information from the 

VLCT including the actual amended law. 

 

MAIL & CORRESPONDENCE:(None) 

 

As there was no other business, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

Lucia Wing, Secretary  

Winhall Planning Commission 

 

 

________________________________     __________________ 

For the Planning Commission                             Date 

 

 


